
WEB OF WONDER
BY MARIA AMIHAN V. PAPA
The Miriam College Child Study Center launched

its first-ever project website called the “Web of

Wonder”, using Google Sites, last April 27-30,

2021. It was a showcase of the project-based

learning journey of our young learners where their

... cont. to pp. 4-5

SINAGTALA PROJECT
BY MA. LUISA B. GATCHALIAN
The Sinagtala Project is the MC Batch 2022 social

entrepreneurship project concept and develop-

ment initiative from 28 Junior students under the

Social Entrepreneurship course, in Cycle 2 of the

2nd Semester of SY 2021. All courses are taken in

... cont. to p. 8
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MESSAGES 
FROM PARENTS

“KUDOS TO MIRIAM!”
“We see the continued improvement 
and teachers in Miriam are really 
organized compared to other schools...” 
-Grade 3 Parents

“EVERYONE IS TRYING THEIR BEST”
“I want to thank everyone because you 
are really trying your best. My daughter 
has been adjusting well and has 
established a routine.” 
-Grade 3 Parents

“HAPPY WITH WHAT MIRIAM IS DOING”
“I am happy with what Miriam is doing 
[…] I like the marking system. It allows 
student’s progress.” 
-Grade 1 Parent

“FULLY SATISFIED WITH ODL”
“Fully satisfied with how the school is
helping us in ODL. Thank you very 
much po.” 
-Grade 1 ParentFor the past five years, the teachers of the Middle School Art and HELE Area have

been having an Outreach Program as a way of Thanksgiving for the many blessings

that the Lord has given them. The limitations brought by Covid-19 did not stop the

team from having their latest Outreach Activity last February 13, 2021. This year’s

... cont. to p. 2

MS ART & HELE AREA’S ONLINE OUTREACH ACTIVITY
BY MARIA IDONA S. NICOMEDES

KNOLLER CELEBRATES 1ST ANNIVERSARY
BY WG ON LEARNING CONTINUITY

KNOLLER is one year old this month!

We can’t help but feel sentimental about

it. On June 9, 2020, we released an

advisory announcing our online campus

name, our email domain name, as well

as our logo! It was also in June last year

when we started to subscribe to Zoom

to accommodate employee meetings. It

... cont. to pp. 4-5

THE ROOKIE VETERAN AMID A PANDEMIC
BY MARY ANN ORTEGA
I consider myself a rookie veteran.
Let me define this term for you. I have almost 20 years of teaching CLE under my
belt. However, I left teaching for five years to care for my mom. This school year, I
went back to being a rookie- a newbie teacher with a fixed-term contract. What a

... cont. to p. 2

MEMORIES ON A SCREEN
BY MARTINA REYES

The year 2020 has been flooded with

multiple challenges and problems,

making many people deem it as “the

worst year of their lives.” From a beloved

basketball player’s death to wildfires

spreading across the world, the list can

go on and on, yet they won’t compare

to the global pandemic caused by the

... cont. to pp. 3

FEATURING THE STORIES 
OF THE MIDDLE SCHOOL
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https://web.facebook.com/MiriamCollegeQC?_rdc=1&_rdr
https://www.linkedin.com/school/miriam-college/
https://www.instagram.com/miriamcollege_qc/?hl=en
https://www.youtube.com/c/MiriamCollege/about
https://twitter.com/miriamcollegeqc?lang=en


BY MARY ANN ORTEGA

(from p.1) … challenge it is to come back to teaching at a time when things were
uncertain. But I had an open heart, and I was determined to learn and keep an
open mind.

The school year was not easy. Everyone needed to learn new things. I am not a
techie. All I knew was basic computer stuff. But I was assigned a tech coach, and
Youtube was a very good source of information. All you needed was the courage
to try out new things and drown out the fear that things will go wrong. There were
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(from p.1) … beneficiaries were Public
School students under the care ofthe
Tanglaw Catechism Club based in
Brgy. West Triangle, Quezon City.

The teachers held an Online Class for
children ages 8-14 years old, using a
personal GMeet account of one of the

teachers. The children were taught the
Art of Origami and given pointers on
“Study Tips During Online Classes.”
Aside from these, the children were
given hygiene kits, basic grocery items,
and simple school supplies. Members
of the team were Idona Nicomedes,
Ivie Buitre, Dina Marcelo, Princess De

Jesus, Reyn Dela Rosa, and with the
special participation of Ms. Melody
Cruz, the MS APAA.

It was truly a meaningful event for the
group as it was also the last time that
they will do this program together,
under the Middle School Banner. K

so many things to worry about: the weak
internet connection, learning how Google
classroom works, and the eternal
question of how will I be able to reach my
students through that 17-inch monitor.
But in time, we learned.

For internet access, you need to place the
modem where the signal is strongest. If it
is weak then you have to turn it on and
off again. Google has everything and can
almost do anything. You just need to
learn the techniques and ask for help
when needed. Someone in the
community is bound to know the answer.
And the girls? You just need to be patient
and kind. Send emails as much as you
can and convey through conversations

all, hearing your students tell you that
they appreciate you and will miss you
when classes ended is the triumph that
stayed in my heart. I thought we won't be
able to make a difference in the digital
world but IRL( In Real Life), we have
touched lives even in these uncertain
times.

I will end with what I asked my students
to do. I told them to approach me when
they see me no matter where it may be:
the cafe, mall, or even in Boracay. I asked
them to tell me their name and their
section and if permitted, to hug them
because what we have gone through
together surely created a strong bond
that will never be broken nor forgotten. K

and discussions that all will be well even
if the cameras are off and the
conversations are in the chatbox.

However, it is not the challenges or
difficulties that I want to dwell on. Rather,
it is of the triumphs of this school year.
We may have cried, we may have been
frustrated, but all of these are worth it. To
hear or read the gratitude of the parents
for all the patience and hard work during
the quarterly PTCs is a boost to our
morale. To see the girls use their
microphone during discussions instead of
the chatbox or see a student turn on her
camera for the first time for monitoring
are small wins but are most certainly
things we can be proud of. But most of

BY MARIA IDONA 
S. NICOMEDES



checked up on their students even if there wasn't
anything wrong. Their attitude has made it easier for
me to reach out for help regarding lessons and to
strive harder in my academics. The students, on the
other hand, were hospitable and friendly, making it
easy to gain new friends. These people have helped
make my and others’ online experience an
enjoyable one.

My seven years studying in Miriam have been spent
being in a physical classroom surrounded by my
classmates and teachers. With the impact that the
pandemic has had on us, we were now forced to
spend the last school year online, despite it being
completely foreign to many of us. One of the
biggest challenges I had to face throughout this
online experience was having to adapt to this new
environment. Being on our gadgets twenty-four
seven and having that as our form of education
wasn’t something I was prepared for nor completely
familiar with. It was difficult for me to be able to
communicate with my classmates and clarify
anything to my teachers since I wasn't very used to
this kind of technology. Now that I’ve experienced
being in an ODL setup, I’ll be able to go through
another online school year with ease.

Going online this past school year can come with its
advantages and disadvantages. Instead, we should
look at these as obstacles rather than problems.
From my experience, I’ve learned that we should be
able to adapt well to change, especially being in a
pandemic. With this kind of technology in our lives,
we should use it as an opportunity to help us learn
and grow better as a person. K
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(from p.1) … deadly virus that is

COVID-19. Throughout quarantine,

we have come up with ways on how

to attend to our responsibilities while

stuck at home, mainly being the

Online Distance Learning set-up. Like

face-to-face classes, ODL gives us

the opportunity to learn through our

gadgets anytime and anywhere we

want, strengthen and make new

connections with our classmates and

teachers, and be able to familiarize

ourselves with the technology of the

future. Even though last school year

has been one of the most difficult

ones, I'm glad I was able to be a part

of this new experience and share

some of it with you.

Online learning in the MS has been

one of the most unique experiences

I’ve ever had as a student. All of our

classes were held through virtual

meetings. Interactions with each

other were only through email, and all

of our assignments were on a screen.

With these new changes, it can be

hard to adapt to them, especially as a

young student. However, many of the

teachers and students have made

me feel like I wasn't alone. The

teachers were sympathetic, kind, and

BY MARTINA REYES

BY PAMELA YSSABELLE SANCHEZ

I am Pamela Yssabelle Sanchez. I
was a Grade 5 student before the
pandemic started. I love going to
school. I enjoy being in the company
of my classmates and friends. One
day, I received a text message that
said, “No classes from March 10-14,
2020 - sabi sa text message ng
MIRIAMQC.” This text message
made me and a lot of my
schoolmates so happy. Why? Simply
because we felt like classes would
end early that year, and we would
enjoy summer in advance. I remem-

ber planning playdates with my friends,
texting my cousins to come over, and all
of that stuff.

I didn’t know how bad this Covid thingy
would hit us. That’s why my
excitement for an early vacation
was that high. I got a bit
disappointed though because
my mom would also have no work
(she works in the same school I
attend) and will be with me 24/7.
I was like telling myself, “Ugh! What
kind of an early vacation would I have –



my mom being around with me 24/7? NO

FREEDOM!” As days passed by, seeing the

news, hearing the conversations of the

adults at home, I started to feel a bit

worried. I felt sad and scared. I remember

having a video call with my friends from last

school year. We were crying as we didn’t get

to say our goodbyes because we realized

that we wouldn’t be seeing each other for

quite a while.

Looking back, I saw how everybody in our

household struggled with the “new normal”

set-up. My mom and my tito (uncle) were

the only ones who could go out to do

errands for our families. Alcohol, face

masks, and face shields were necessities in

going out. Whenever they went out to do

errands, taking a bath before going inside

the house was a must! Sleepless nights

and depression and anxieties were very

evident in our family, until now.

We miss everyone. I miss my titos and

titas, my other relatives, my friends. I miss

going out to see the outside world. Because

of this, my mom had to do something

about our boredom, sadness, and anxiety

attacks. She looked for fun and educational

online activities for us. Thanks to Kuya

Robert Alejandro, an artist at Papemelroti

who kept us busy almost every day. He

made us realize the things/people that we

should be thankful for through art/drawing.

My mom, my cousin, and I attended his

daily online art sessions. My Mommy-la

(grandmother) was also a big help in terms

of strengthening our faith as a family. She

faculty to become Google Certified

Educators. We commissioned some of

our faculty to serve as online coaches

to the online newbies. In short, we

moved heaven and earth to make sure

that our online experience will be

rewarding and productive.

One year later, more online learning

guidelines have been crafted and

adopted. These guidelines were borne

out of experience and insights gained

along the way. Hence, we have

additional policies on academic

integrity, videoconferencing, virtual

submissions, intellectual property,

academic disruptions, and make-up

classes, among others. Throughout the

year, our alumni have donated nearly 4

million pesos to support faculty and

students who need a device for the

teaching-learning process. The College

Class of 1970, through the Alumni

Engagement Office (AEO), helped

establish the Computer Library to

support those who do not have the

BY WG ON LEARNING CONTINUITY

encouraged us to pray the rosary with her
every night.

We say our petitions and prayers every
night. This has been our daily routine since
the pandemic started. Doing this with the
whole family helped keep our sanity, keep
our hopes up, and keep our faith that this
will all be over. Missing school and friends
became a lot easier to handle when online
school started. Everybody had to go
through a lot of adjustments. Doing school
online was pretty tough, but thanks to my
teachers for making it a lot easier for us all.

This pandemic changed a lot of things in
my life but still, I am grateful for everything.
And this will be a continuous process and I
will openly welcome the changes in my life
brought about by this pandemic. K

(from p.1) … experiences in the process of

exploring and discovering things that

sparked their interests and finding answers

and solutions to their driving questions

were highlighted.

Our young toymakers, the First Step

students, brought us back to our childhood

as they explored the many wonders of

toys. They were able to create their own

toys such as a boat, a doll, a clubhouse,

and a lot more by reusing and recycling

various materials they have at home. It was

BY MARIA AMIHAN V. PAPA

(from p.1) … has also been a year

since we launched the online campus

page on the MC website where you will

find information on our online learning

philosophies, policies, and guidelines.

We still remember very fondly how we

came up with our Learning Continuity

Guidelines and Online Learning

Primers. These were products of

approximately 20 surveys where

perspectives and realities of our

stakeholders including our parents

were gathered and analyzed. On June

10, we started training our faculty on

our Learning Management System

(LMS). 600 in all were trained on how

to use the Google Suite for Education!

Weeks before the opening of classes,

the Working Group on Learning

Continuity, HSSIC, and GURO

conducted more training sessions for

our faculty to learn about online

teaching tools and strategies,

assessment, and classroom

management, among others. We

supported the training of some of our
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Web of Wonder…from p.4 
an engaging learning 
experience filled with 
opportunities to be 
environmentally friendly.

BY PETER JONAS R. DAVID

The Miriam College – Department of International Studies (MCIS) sent a winning

delegation in the 70th Session of the Model United Nations of the Far West

(MUNFW) last April 16-19, 2021 (2am to 11am, Philippine time). The theme of

the 70th session was “Sustainable Development Goals: Leave No One Behind”.

The MCIS delegation received the Slanczka Achievement Award. This distinction

is given to the country delegations that submit high-scoring pre-conference

materials. 17 MCIS students from different levels, under the tutelage of Ms.

Pacita Dechavez Fortin, represented Austria, Brunei, Romania and Vietnam.

Mary Ysabelle Samantha A. Chikiamco, permanent representative of Romania to

the UN, was given the honor of delivering a speech during the Opening Plenary

Session while Kriz Heart R. Agillon, representative of Vietnam to the Second

Committee, was elected as Rapporteur to present their committee report during

the Closing Plenary session. K
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Our young foodies from Nursery
made us love food even more. They
shared with us their discoveries
about bananas, chocolates, chicken,
ice cream, and breakfast food. They

explored different
recipes, explored

some fun facts
and trivia, wrote

songs and stories,
and even created
games about their

food of interest.
The whole ex-
perience led to

games, toys, old clothes, and
face masks. The journey was a
creative learning experience for
children to understand how their
decisions impact other people
and the environment.

The sudden shift to online
distance learning did not stop
our young learners from actively
exploring real-world situations,
and meaningfully working
towards finding answers to their
questions and creating real-life
solutions to challenges.K

KNOLLER celebrates…from p.4 needed
device for online teaching and learning.

But our story was not all rosy. The sudden
shift to fully online learning, the need for
technology tools, unstable internet connection,
and wellness and mental health for both
students and faculty were just some of the
challenges we faced the past year. But we
chose to harvest the learnings from the
experiences and crafted ways to do better.

Overall, surveys and feedback from parents
and students have indicated utmost
appreciation for KNOLLER! Our faculty are
commended for their skills, understanding,
and flexibility. The technological and
capability-building support (preparatory
training, online coaches, computer library)
were also consistently complimented by
students and faculty. Our choice of LMS was
also consistently given a commendation.

We could not have done without everyone’s
support. KNOLLER is in a good place because
all of you gave your generous bit to ensure
learning continuity.

We look forward to another meaningful online
year with you and hope that someday soon,
we will see you on MC’s beautiful campus
again! In the meantime, let us continue looking
out for each other. K

an appreciation of healthy food
and the creative ways of
preparing them.

Our young artists from
Kindergarten were able to
unleash their creativity as they
presented their discoveries
about art. They were able to
gather inspirations from
meeting and interviewing artists
online, to visiting virtual art
websites, which eventually led
them to designing their own
pillowcases, board and digital



:

their love and appreciation to their
teachers in their respective Google
Classrooms. After the mini-
celebrations in their classrooms, the
community gathered in a Zoom
plenary meeting to witness
performances from selected students.
Truly, not even the pandemic can stop
our tradition of love and gratitude.

BY XANA VICTORINA MENDOZA; PATRICE RANE CHUA; 
SALEISHA AGATHA ALVAREZ; SOPHIA CUI; AND 
ADA KAMILLA SERRANO

To say that the school year 2020-2021 was a tough and challenging year is an
understatement. When Miriam College shifted to Online Distance Learning, it
was very difficult for the Student Council to provide fun, innovative, and
achievable events that could fit the situation that the students were facing. Yet,
#OneMCMS rose to the challenges brought by the pandemic.
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creativity. It was hard to plan and
execute, yet the MS students made it
possible to show their gratitude
towards their teachers despite the
barriers and limitations of the online
set-up.

Each class conducted a program
based on various themes to show

Teacher's Day celebration is an MC
tradition that happens every year, but
this year was quite different from the
previous ones. Compared to the
previous programs where the students
can surprise their teachers face to
face and prepare performances to
honor them, this year needed a bit of
modif icat ion, adjustment , and

Last December 3-12, the community
participated in a Donation Drive entitled,
"12.12 Add to Heart: MS Donation Drive
for Laiban, Rizal." Instead of doing the
usual "add to cart" activity used in online
shopping during Christmas, the students,
teachers, and staff in partnership with
Miriam Identity, Spirituality and Mission

Office (MISMO) and Environmental

Studies Institute (ESI), added their

love, service, and compassion in their

hearts by giving in-kind and cash

donations to help the victims of the

Typhoon Ulysses in Miriam College

partner community in Laiban, Rizal.

Adding more hearts and hands to this
good cause made way for the
community and its partners to donate
240 galvanized iron sheets that were
used to rebuild 24 houses washed out
by the typhoon and to distribute
assorted goods to help the indigent
families.



:

Do you miss the food in the school cafeteria?

Do you miss eating with your friends at your section's lunch table?

Can you still remember the Ates and Kuyas who prepared food for students?
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There were conversations about building
the capacity to care not just as individuals
or communities, but how to insist on an
ethic of care in our governance, from our
government. We focused on the pandemic
context and examined the way in which
the Duterte administration handled,
mishandled, or did not handle the crisis,
with the much-needed seriousness,
urgency, and care that the Filipino people
deserve.

With participation from schools across
Luzon, Visayas, and Mindanao, the
conference was also attended by several
members of the MC community including:
Prof. Aurora De Dios, Dr. Melanie Reyes,
Prof. Lynda Garcia, Dr. Paz Manaligod, and
Dr. Tesa Casal de Vela from the HEU, and
Ms. Mary Ann Lacsamana, Ms Anne
Bigtacion, and Ms Peachy Luque from the
BEU. The newly appointed MC-WAGI
represented on the WSAP board for 2021
– 2024 is Dr. Melanie Reyes. K

The Women’s and Gender Studies

Association of the Philippines (WSAP), of

which Miriam College – Women and

Gender Institute is a founding member,

held its 12th National WSAP Conference

last May 26-28, 2021.

The conference titled “Designing the

Better Normal: Challenges, Connections,

Care” was premised on two main

assertions: First, amidst the national and

global life-changing effects of the covid

pandemic, surviving a new normal is not

good enough. Rather a serious

commitment to shaping a better normal is

way overdue. Second, a better normal

cannot come about without feminist

analysis, feminist politics, feminist

practice, and feminists.

For three days, the collective discussions
focused on the compounded and complex
challenges of our times, highlighting the
systemic neglect and destruction of our
environment, the increasing and equally
systemic violence against women, girls,
and persons of non-conforming
sexualities, with emphasis on the
specificities of these challenges for
diverse women in the rural areas of our
country.

There were discussions about the
connections among people and
communities that are strained, lost,
and/or changing, including the sudden
shift to online distance learning amidst a
pandemic, the vibrancy of social media
advocacy, and connecting with the
invaluable interventions of young
women’s voices and leadership.

BY TESA CASAL DE VELA

Well, many of the MS students answered
"yes" to these questions. For that reason,
the Student Council helped them
reimagine the cafeteria setting they miss
the most in the ODL setup through a
virtual lunch activity entitled, "LOL: Lunch
Out Loud'' held last March 26.

Each section recreated the cafeteria
experience by preparing a program that
encouraged bonding and getting to know
their classmates and teachers better.
Some of the activities the students
prepared were sharing music playlists,

reliving funny experiences and stories on
campus, playing mini-games, and of
course, the simple "chikahan" or catching
up while eating lunch. When the activity
was finished, the students and teachers
expressed how they enjoyed the activity
and how it brought them closer together
as a class. Teachers and students hoped
for another round of this activity in the
next school year so they can laugh out
loud more together.

There have been countless ups and
downs this school year and many would

consider the words of encouragement
like “You can do it!" or "Keep Going!" as
understatements to overcome the
difficult experiences, but in the end, the
#OneMCMS community was able to
make it through— together.

We may have been brought here by the
virus, but we have also been brought
here by our memorable, compassionate,
and meaningful love for service—this,
we can definitely make viral! K



BY MA. LUISA B. GATCHALIAN

(from p.1) … the College of Business,
Entrepreneurship, Accountancy or CBEA.

The past, present, and future project
concepts, initiatives, or undertakings have
now found its home in the EMC – Knoller
Channel and its connected social medium
such as #EMCKnollerChannel; #MCKnoller;
and #VivaENTREP, which the batch of
Sinagtala have created. The SINAGTALA
Project used the local Tagalog terms in all
its social initiatives that best describe our
cultural heritage and our Philippine identity.
There are 7 social lifelong learn or earn
concept initiatives that focuses on 3 issues
and solutions on: 1) mitigating climate
change because of worsening waste
generation and poor management through
advocacies on waste reduction, re-use;
repurpose, upcycle, recycle, and responsible
production and consumption; healthy
lifestyle and well-being; local knowledge; 2)
increasing young unemployment and the
underserved women sector (e.g. single
mothers with families) through teaching e-
commerce/home business opportunities
with online entrepreneurship up-skilling;
and, 3) increasing disruptions in the
agricultural farm produce supply chain
needing reliable, dependable, and truthful
information engine that will bridge and
create communities of crops, vegetables or
fruit producers with women and youth
starting or existing small businesses as well
as home consumers.

If there is hope and consolation in the midst
of “extreme changes” the program and its
students are faced with, this
entrepreneurship course also brings out the
best in the university, faculty, and the youth.
Then this learning activity is all worth it. K

’’
BY LORIEN FRANCESCA A. JIMENA
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The start of 2020. New year has a way of making one feel happy and

excited. When the year 2020 started, I was not expecting how it turned

out to be. I had many plans for that year and many things that I wanted

to accomplish. To think it all started with a volcanic eruption, I was still

very positive and hopeful of what the year had in store for me.

Suspension of classes

When President Duterte announced that classes were suspended for the first week of
March, I was very miserable and worried. I am the type of student who does not want to
miss school. That announcement only meant that I would not be able to go back to
school for quite some time and that must mean that the virus had greatly affected us
already. The one-week suspension turned to more than a month and eventually ending
my fifth grade without the chance to say goodbye to my teachers and classmates. Cases
were increasing each day not just in the Philippines but around the world. I felt very
empty and lonely staying all the time at home even though my family was with me. I
missed my classmates and the company of other people. I missed the experiences that I
could have that summer. I had hopes that everything that was happening would all end
very soon.

Ways to keep myself busy 

Despite being stuck at home for a very long time, I did find some ways to keep myself
busy. I appreciated how my mother tried to keep me and my younger brothers occupied
and entertained. I binge-watched shows with my brothers. I was able to keep myself
busy by reading, writing in my journal, watching music videos, having online piano and
dance lessons. We also prepared for the upcoming online classes that I was not ready
for nor looking forward to at that moment. I could not fully comprehend the talks of New
Normal and Online Distance Learning. When I was introduced to this new set-up, I was
able to understand it more, however saddening things were looking for my first year in
the Middle School.

Online school

Online school was difficult for me to get used to. Despite that, I was still able to learn well.
I was very lucky and happy that most of my new teachers are very welcoming and
understanding. I had many internet connection problems at first and I would be totally
lost and not know what to do next if my parents were not at home to help me. Honestly,
it was slightly hard for me during the first quarter of school. Every week was packed with
assignments due and most of them were projects that involved making videos. It was
hard to keep up with that many assignments at that time but I was able to get used to it
with the help of my kind teachers and supportive parents. During the second quarter,
there were not that many assignments as compared to the first quarter but that time we
had to keep up with many written tests and new lessons.

It was during the third quarter of school that everything changed. I did not know what and
how I felt about things anymore. At times, I felt I could not describe if I was sad or happy
with everything that I was experiencing. It was one of the most sentimental or sappy
memories in my life. At that time, I was always questioning myself especially since I did
not have that many friends to talk to and the days seemed repetitive.



BY MONICA ESTOLE

Miriam College's first ever free online

concert "#MCKatKa (MC SIKAT KA!)", held

on the 17th of April 2021, was a night full of

fun, excitement and gratitude. . The concert

featured MC’s homegrown talents from the

Higher Education unit, with special

participation of SAYAWATHA, an awarded

dancing group from the MC High School

and a special guest music band, December

Avenue.

The event, a collaboration among students,

teachers and administrators, highlighted the

MC spirit as students demonstrated their

talents in singing, dancing and hosting,

while guest alumni shared their MC stories,

giving everyone a night to remember.

Grades 11 and 12 students from different

High schools across the country & abroad

including their families were also invited to

join the concert and have a glimpse of MC

life through good music, dancing and trivia

games.

The #MCKatKa has proven that the

strongest bonds are also formed during

difficult seasons. The event has given the

MC community a space to strengthen

relationships and celebrate the MC school

spirit that continues to blaze during these

challenging times. MC is an educational

institution that promotes academic

excellence, values student leadership and

advocates women empowerment.

Thank you to the people behind

#MCKATKA for bringing us together. K
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November 2020 and Typhoon Ulysses

November of that year, typhoon Ulysses hit the Philippines and Marikina City, where I
live, was greatly affected. It was one of the scariest and life-changing events that I have
witnessed and experienced. I remember looking out my window staying up until 2:00 AM
not being able to sleep because of how strong the wind was. The wind was so strong that
it looked like it would be able to uproot and knock down the whole mango tree that we
have next to our house. News the next day were of missing people and deaths caused by
the typhoon.

My feelings

Life, for me, that time was going from confused on how I felt to not feeling anything at all.
We had a one-week break from school because of that. During the one-week break that
we had, I questioned again the countless things that were happening. I could not help but
overthink as that had become a habit since I did not have any friends to talk to. My
mother would make time to talk to me but I know that she was also busy with her work
and taking care of the family. I like talking to my mother but it would be nice have
someone to talk to in person other than her and my younger brothers. My thoughts got
deeper and my imagination would always jump from one situation to another. It was as if
my thoughts were my company at that point and it helped me to be distracted from what
was happening and came up with things I could do in the future.

School resumed

When school resumed, I really tried to focus on learning and keeping up with the
homework and tasks. Even though the teachers were trying hard to make the lessons
“normal” by teaching just like in the face-to-face, I knew then that I was slowly losing the
motivation to keep up with online school. The days have seemed to be repetitive and I
began to question in my mind if the tasks given are really what are important now. Of
course, they are important. Online school is better than doing nothing at all during the
quarantine and it keeps me and my mind busy from overthinking. Because of doing
online school, it has helped me discover the things that I love and enjoy doing. With the
many chances and hours of being with myself, it has helped me discover my interests
more.

Importance of life

The pandemic opened my eyes to the importance of life. Being in quarantine has led me
to experience many things though the experiences are more mental and emotional in
ways. I am thankful that my family is healthy and safe. I have many plans of
accomplishing things, things that may be simple to others but are very important to me.
This is the reason why I face each day more hopeful than the previous day. This helps
me to continue accomplishing my schoolwork. I know that things will get better soon. I
have faith in God that it will be so. K
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At five or six years of age, it became pretty clear to

Mrs. Salayo, or Miss Butchay as she is fondly

called by colleagues and friends in the academe,

that she was destined to teach.

She and her two other playmates often played

bahay-bahayan, and she often took up the role of

the neighborhood teacher. Lacking a blackboard,

she made do with chalk and a stick.

“Kung meron ka lang chalk at stick, teacher ka na

no’n,” she says with a smile.

There were times in elementary school that she

was tasked to become a substitute teacher. In one

of those instances, her teacher, who at the time

had to go to a week-long seminar, entrusted her

with the lesson plan for all subject areas. She

merely implemented them with the neighboring

teacher checking up on her from time to time.

“Isang linggo ako naging teacher ng Grade 4, pero

Grade 4 student lang rin ako no’n.”

This continued to happen in Grade 5 and Grade 6,

often tasked to substitute for the day by her

teacher, who wanted to talk with the other school

teachers.

Having studied at the Quezon City Science High

School, a premier science high school in the city,

she became well-equipped with the training she

received through the school’s math and science

education program.

“That’s also the reason why I pursued Math and

Science kasi nabiyayaan ako ng science education

no’ng high school ako.”

She confesses that there were plenty of

classmates she deemed more impressive than her

BETHZAIDA SALAYO: A STORY OF 
FINDING, LOSING, AND FINDING AGAIN

BY HEZEKIAH LOUIE ZARASPE



in QueSci. She did not substitute for

lessons as much as she did back in

elementary school because of this.

Whenever a teacher was absent, though,

she rose to become a prefect of discipline

of sorts. In a way, she became a person of

authority, similar to how she was back in

grade school.

For college, she went to the PNU. There,

professors, in her words, “primed” her to

be a public school teacher who would

later turn into a principal or even a

supervisor in a local school district. She,

likewise, became the recipient of a

scholarship provided by SM. This pushed

her to obtain good grades, becoming a

consistent dean’s lister and eventually

graduating cum laude, the first person in

her family to have a Latin honor on her

graduation day.

Despite wanting to teach at a public

school post-graduation immediately, she

was disappointed to learn that passing

the board exam was the pre-requisite for

doing so. So, she spent a year teaching at

the Immaculate Conception Academy

(ICA) in Greenhills, resigning shortly after

passing the board exam and landing a job

in an elementary school in San Juan.

Now a full-fledged teacher, it was in the

public school system that she grappled

with the reality she had to face every day.

Along with the voluminous tasks she had

to accomplish, she met school children in

second grade who knew not how to read

nor write, unsupportive colleagues, and

cheating.

She recounts an encounter with a student

who ravenously ate food from the

cafeteria without paying for it. Suddenly,

the child stopped munching on the food

in his hands. At first, she was baffled.

Then, she asked, “Bakit ka tumigil?” The

child replied, “Hindi pa po ako kasi

naghahapunan.” Miss Butchay brought

food to the child and continued eating

only to stop abruptly again, much to her

surprise. “Ibibigay ko na lang po sa

kapatid ko,” the child said. And she

understood why the child said this.

Along with a myriad of other reasons, this

was why she cried “buckets of tears” as

she buttoned her uniform in the morning

before going to work as well as when she

unbuttoned them when she arrived home

from school.

Ultimately, she resigned. In her exit

interview, she said, “My core value[s] [are]

not in line with what I’m experiencing here

in [the] public school.” There are things,

she says, that are “irreconcilable” and

cannot be ignored.

Thankfully, ICA welcomed her back and

spent five years teaching there. On this

decision, she says confidently: “What I

[did] was what I was meant to do.” She

had no regrets. “I resigned in ICA after

getting married to transfer to a school
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where my children can study and will not

feel inferior because of [our] socio-

economic status.”

In 2005, Miss Butchay was accepted in

St. Theresa’s College (STC). With the

continuous demands of her work at STC,

marriage, and a growing family, she went

through a period of decision-making for

herself and her children. Balancing work

and family had become a constant

concern for her. By choosing her family

over her career at STC, she eventually

resigned after four years of teaching.

In 2010, her eldest, Anya, just finished the

school year and had to be enrolled for

Grade 2 in Miriam College Quezon City.

Before things could be settled, she found

out that Anya’s clearance had not been

signed due to a book that had not been

returned promptly to the library. Anya, at

the time, had not been able to figure out

the directions going to the library after

their first visit for a class activity. Her brief

visit to the library to pay off Anya’s

overdue fines showed her the beauty of

the Miriam College Quezon City campus,

specifically the library.

While eating kikiam that she bought from

one of the kiosks on-campus, she

thought: “Parang maganda magturo dito.”

Her thoughts led her to visit the principal’s

office, where she asked about the unit’s

vacancies. When she learned about a

vacant post, she went home, which was

just nearby, typed out her CV on her

computer, and went back to MC to hand it

in. On the same day, she was interviewed.

The Monday thereafter, she did her demo

and was accepted as a faculty member.

She remembers it clearly. This was in

June 2010, which began her long yet

satisfying career at MC.

Her stay at MC was not without any

challenges. At MC, she learned to face her

fears, that humility and asking for

forgiveness go a long way. Her being part

of the pioneer team to establish a new

campus in Nuvali was just as challenging,

too. But she understood why she and her

colleagues had to face them since birth

pains are necessary—that they are part of

the process.

“Tayo ka lang nang tayo,” she says of that

year-long period of adjustment.

And though it was a year full of ordeals,

she could not deny the feeling of

exhilaration, of seeing and being a part of

literally and figuratively building a school

right before her very eyes.

“We need[ed] to wear hard hat[s]. We

need[ed] to wear face masks because

everything was happening. We were

preparing the curriculum. The builders

were building the school at the same time.

So, we were there. In fact , i t was so
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hazardous for us—the smell, the dangers

of the falling debris. So, we were put in a

container van instead of working in the

school [per se]. Doon kami nag-opisina

kasi baka mahulugan kami ng semento o

[mga chord] ng kuryente…”

About her teaching philosophies and

beliefs, she believes that the fear she had

of Math was because of an experience

with a teacher who scolded her for an

error she committed in reciting the “eight

times table” back in second grade. This

unhappy memory, however, turned into

the impetus, which convinced her that she

ought to make her classes happy when

she became a teacher.

“I want[ed] not to be like that. First day pa

lang ng school, I make Math lesson[s]

very fun [for] my students.”

Her core teaching philosophy for over

twenty-five long years of teaching Math

centers around removing fear and having

fun while learning.

During MCN’s first implementation of

Online Distance Learning (ODL), her

husband and one of her children even

asked her: “Nagtuturo ka ba, Mommy, o

nakikipaglaro ka lang?” She and her

students having fun, she funnily says, is a

win-win situation for all.

At the end of it all, she says: “Tomorrow is

another day.” To her, saying this at the

end of a long, arduous day gives one hope

that one can make up for the mistakes of

today. On the other hand, saying this

statement after a fully satisfying day

affirms doing one’s best on that day.

“Forgive yourself; kasi, minsan ‘yan ang

pinakamahirap para sa isang tao. Kaya

mong patawarin ang iba, pero you’re so

hard on yourself. Tomorrow is another

day. Whatever mistake[s] you’ve done

today, whether personal, professional, in

relationships, forgive yourself because

tomorrow is another day.”

These words are as idyllic and as

heartwarming as the painting of MCN she

put up with Janina on the wall that serves

as her background when she teaches

online. Next to it are the four core values

of MC: Truth, Peace, Justice, and Integrity

of Creation—colorful three-dimensional

artworks made through paper quilling.

Both perfectly frame her and her smiling,

happy face.

This year, Miss Butchay celebrates her

tenth year of teaching at MC. K
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eNews

Messages 
from 
Parents 

“Miriam has been kind to us.”

-Grade 4 Parents

“Thank you for all your hardwork po.

Salamat din po sa mga apps kasi we use

it po and even the PPT ang gaganda.”

-Grade 1 Parent

“Thank you teacher! You are very warm.
I witness that in class. You are very
good in what you are doing!”
-Grade 1 Parent

“We really appreciate your devotion and
your commitment to our daughters'
education.”
-Grade 4 Parent

“Lagi daw niya po bina-brag sa iba yung
system ng MC and they really appreciate
our efforts na ginagawa natin to make ODL
a success” -Grade 4 GLC

“Yung mga reklamo about ODL na naririnig
natin sa iba, hindi ko nakikita sa MC. Wala
akong masabi. Maganda ang learning
system ninyo.” -Grade 1 Parent

“Hindi ako nagsisi na pinasok ko pa rin

sa MCLS ang anak ko. Kasi nung una

nagddoubt ako kung mag ODL ba

siya. Pero sobrang happy ko. Salamat

sa mga teachers at admin. Alam kung

mahirap ang ginagawa niyo. Na

aappreciate po namin kayo”

-Grade 2 Parent

I am very happy how 
this is going. We were 
able to cope. At the 
beginning, ang hirap. 
The curriculum, how 

you present everything, 
I am happy about it.

-Grade 1 Parent
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